
 

 

 

 

Celebration of World Antimicrobial Awareness Week (WAAW)  

18th- 24th November 2021, in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

Final Report 

 

AMR CONTROL PROGRAM  

KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA 

 

The establishment of AMR control program in Health Department KP has been approved 

by Honorable Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa with the support of Fleming Fund Country 

Grant-II, Department of Health and Social Care UK. DAI is the implementing partner of Fleming 

Fund. The aim is to halt Antimicrobial Resistance spread and implement standard Infection 

Prevention and Control practices in health facilities, in order to curtail overall morbidity and 

mortality rates in the province.  

The program is being established entirely with a Grant Fund by Department of Health and 

Social Care United Kingdom by the name Fleming Fund Country Grant-II for the provinces. 

Signatures will be placed on MoU between Health Department and DAI Fleming Fund, in a 

ceremony event, to be held in Honorable Chief Minister House, tentatively on the 18th of 

November 2021.  



The subject program is based upon ONE HEALTH approach in which, Human Health, 

Animal Health and Environment stakeholders will be working together to check the spread of 

AMR. It will be steered by worthy Chief Secretary Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and will be overseen by 

Honorable Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Secretary Health Department will head the ONE 

HEALTH AMR Secretariat 

WAAW provided an opportunity to spread awareness not only regarding antimicrobial 

resistance but also to inform Government entities, academic institutions and development 

partners along with other relevant corners regarding the newly established AMR Control Program 

in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

 

WORLD ANTIMICROBIAL AWARENESS WEEK, 18th-24th November 2021 

KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA 

 
            The World Health Organisation announced the third week of October as World 

Antimicrobial Awareness Week to be celebrated from 18th to the 24th of November 2021. The aim 

of celebrating this week was to increase global awareness of antimicrobial use and antimicrobial 

resistance. It also emphasises to follow best healthcare practices to prevent the emergence and 

spread of drug-resistant infections.  The theme for WAAW 2021 is: SPREAD AWARENESS, 

STOP RESISTANCE. As in previous years, the overall slogan for antimicrobial resistance 

awareness and WAAW is: Antimicrobials: Handle with care.  

    Despite being a leading global public health threat, many policymakers, professionals, 

and the general public often remain largely unaware of AMR. In an effort to improve global 

visibility of this health priority, individuals, communities, and organizations are invited to join a 

colour campaign to build awareness of AMR and the medicines we must collectively preserve. 

Drawing from the Antimicrobials: Handle with Care slogan and also acknowledging the 

collective global action across sectors required to address AMR, the colour LIGHT BLUE has 

been selected for the campaign. The salient objectives of the campaign are: 

 To make AMR a globally recognized issue with engagement of all sectors - human, 

animal, plant and environment, a 'One Health approach'.  

 To raise awareness of the need to protect antimicrobial efficacy through prudent and 

responsible use.  

 To increase recognition of the roles that individuals, governments, civil society 

organizations and human, animal, environment and plant health as well as agriculture 

professionals must all play in tackling antimicrobial resistance.  



 To encourage behaviour, change towards prudent use of antimicrobials across all 

relevant sectors and convey the message that simple actions can make a big 

difference. 

 

Activities, pre- WAAW 2021: 

Approval was sought from secretary health department to celebrate week in Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa. Relevant corners were engaged, after grant of approval. World Health 

Organisation (WHO), Khyber Medical University (KMU) and Sarhad University of Information and 

Technology (SUIT) came forward to support Health Department Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Two 

meetings (one at Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Legislative Assembly, One at KMU) and Two Awareness 

walks (at above venues) were planned. Directions/request issued to relevant corners (ONE 

HEALTH departments, Medical Teaching Institutions and various Academic Institutions were 

requested to celebrate the week. Letters were sent out along with list of participants, agenda and 

WHO`s WAAW celebration campaign guide. Awareness material in the form of brochures, 

infographics, posters and newsletters, adopted from WHO`s samples, was displayed at and 

distributed among relevant members of departments, other organizers and social media 

handle/accounts.  

Activities during the week were conducted as follows: 

 

Wednesday the 18th of November 

Health Secretariat, Health department, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

Worthy Secretary, Health Department formally inaugurated the week by issuing directions 

to Chief Health sector Reforms Unit and Focal Person AMR IPC KP to carry activities and furnish 

final report to his office at the end of the week. Banners and standees displayed at Health 

Secretariat and Directorate of General Health Services KP. Reminder letters were sent out to 

intended participants of meetings/departments for activities 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Thursday the 19th of November, 

Sarhad University of Information and Technology, Peshawar 

 

 

 

    

Opening ceremony held at Sarhad University of Information and Technology (SUIT) 

(Medical Sciences and Public Health departments). Week was opened with inauguration ribbon 

cutting by Special Secretary, Health Department, Dr Syed Farooq Jameel, along with Chief, 

Health Sector Reforms Unit (HSRU), Dr Ikramullah Khan, focal person for AMR IPC & 

coordinator HSRU Health department Dr Attaullah Khan and Vice Chancellor SUIT Peshawar. 

The event was organized by the university administration and health department in collaboration. 

Inauguration was followed by awareness walk in the university lead by Special Secretary Health 

Department and Vice Chancellor SUIT. Walk was followed by a presentation on AMR being a 

global threat and newly established AMR control program in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, to faculty and 

students of medical sciences departments of SUIT was delivered by Dr Attaullah Khan HSRU & 

FP AMR IPC KP. Students and faculty were engaged, via a question answers session. The 

proceedings were concluded by Chairman Pharmacy and Microbiology Department SUIT with 

remarks where-in offered full support to department of Health in sharing existing research and 

future areas for research to help in making informed policy decisions.  



   

 

 

Monday, the 22nd of November 2021, 

Health department, KMU & MTIs, Peshawar 

 

Dr Attaullah Khan (Health department) and Dr Sufyan (WHO regional office) held Informal 

meetings with invitees for the awareness event and meeting in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly 

on the 23rd. WHO campaign guide, awareness material (by WHO) and briefs on the subject (by 

Health Department) were distributed among Members of Parliament, including Honorable Mr. 

Speaker and Mr. Deputy Speaker of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly.  

 

Tuesday, the 23rd of November 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Legislative Assembly, Peshawar. 

 

Group photo with Honorable Deputy Speaker Mr. Mehmood Jaan  



Consultative meeting followed by Awareness walk were held/conducted inside the 

assembly.  

The meeting was co-chaired by: 

 Honorable Speaker, Mr. Mushtaq Ghani and Honorable Mr. Deputy Speaker, Mr. 

Mehmood Jaan Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly. 

  

Attended by: 

 

 Rabia Basri Chairperson Health Standing Committee along with Honorable Members of 

the Committee 

 Honorable Members of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly including MPA Waqar Ahmad 

Khan 

 Secretary to Women Caucus Committee Miss Aisha Gul along with members of the 

respective committee. 

 

 Mr. Kifayatullah Khan, Secretary, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly.  

 Dr. Syed Farooq Jameel, Special Secretary, Health Department 

 Dr Ikramullah Khan, Chief, Health Sector Reforms Unit (HSRU), Health Department 

 Mr. Saleem Khan, Director General Drugs and Pharmacies KP  

 Dr Attaullah Khan, Focal person for AMR IPC & Coordinator HSRU, Health department  

 Dr Syed Qadir Shah, Coordinator HSRU and PSO to Secretary Health  

 Mr. Naeem Khan, Deputy Director, DGHS-KP 

 Dr Erum Qayyum, Deputy Director Public Health DGHS-KP  

 Dr Zahid Sajjad Turi, FELTP Fellow 2021-22 DGHS KP  

 

 Dr. Maria Khan, Rehman Medical Institute, Peshawar. 

 Representatives of MTIs, Medical Colleges and DRAP KP office. 

 

 Heads/ representatives of Development Partners, especially,  

o Dr. SYFYAAN KHAN, WHO Regional Office KP 

o Dr Jamal Afridi & Mr. Suleyman Durrani, JSI USAID KP 

o Dr Gulghuttai and Madam Maryum Khwaja from MSF Belgium, Islamabad Office  

o Dr. Sobia, MSF France, KP Office.  

o Dr. Syed Wasif Javed, Public Health England KP 

o Mr. Shakirullah and Mr. Nassar Khan, DAI KP.  

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
Group Photo with Honorable Speaker Mr. Mushtaq Ghani 



 

 

Proceedings: 

The subject was introduced followed by presentations on the subject to the Honorable 

Chair and Co- Chair of the meeting and chairperson Health standing Committee by Dr. Syed 

Farooq Jameel, Special Secretary Health Department, Dr. Attaullah Khan (Coordinator HSRU & 

GP-AMR) and Dr. Sufyan (WHO-KP). 

From their remarks on the subject, it was evident that Honorable Mr. Speaker, Mr. Deputy 

Speaker and Chairperson Health Standing Committee were well aware of what antimicrobial 

resistance is and that over and irrational use of antimicrobials is the most major factor behind 

development of resistance to these medicines. They acknowledge and expressed concern over 

the gravity of the threat which AMR is posing. They commended Health Department KP for 

establishing AMR program and celebrating the week for the first time. They also acknowledged 

the need for collective efforts, from the community, Health Care Professionals and ONE HEALTH 

departments to halt the spread of AMR in KP.  

Decisions: 

Honorable Mr. Speaker advised Health Department to submit a draft on the issue for 

discussion in the next session, to formulate legislations supporting AMR program including 

prohibition of OTC sale of Antimicrobials and to see if amendments could be made to the Drug 

Act 1976 to include antimicrobials as a separate schedule of drugs for production regulation and 

distribution. Honorable Mr. Speaker concluded the meeting with a word of thanks and a vow to 

support AMR efforts in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 

Awareness Walk: 

The meeting was followed by an awareness walk lead by Honorable Mr. Speaker Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa Assembly, joined by Chairperson Health Standing Committee Rabia Basri, 

Secretary to Women Caucus Committee Miss Aisha Gul, Secretary Assembly, Special Secretary 

Health Department and rest of the participants of the meeting. 

This entire event was arranged by WHO Regional Office. Health Department looked after 

official business required to hold the events, secured necessary approvals and now shall carry 

the matter onwards as advised by Honorable Mr. Speaker to submit draft for discussion and 

future legislation, if subject to approval of the House.  

 

 



 

Awareness Walk held at KP Assembly, lead by Honorable Mr Speaker Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Wednesday the 24th of November 2021 

Khyber Medical University Peshawar. 

 

 

Presentations were made and awareness material distributed among students of Regional 

Teaching Institute for Reproductive Health and Neonatal care, Population Welfare Department, 

Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 

Later in the afternoon, a seminar was held at Khyber Medical University where 

presentations were delivered on the subject to Vice Chancellor, Faculty Members and Students 

of the university and affiliated medical colleges. Questions were taken from the audience and 

answers furnished. Quite an interactive session went on a for a while which concluded with 

remarks of the Vice Chancellor in which he emphasized upon rationalization of antimicrobial use 

and strengthening of knowledge and research regarding AMR to spread awareness and 

understanding regarding the issue, both in the community and among health care professionals 

in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. He kindly assured Health Department of all kinds of support, ranging 

from serving as reference laboratory for the program to technical assistance in developing 

guidelines for use of antimicrobials in health facilities. 

 



 

 

 

The above was followed by an Awareness Walk inside the university which was led by the Vice 

Chancellor and Director Public Health KMU, President of Public Health Association Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa and Focal Person AMR Health Department, joined by Professors & Directors from 

KMU and the participants, including students, from the seminar. 

 



 

 

Awareness Walk held at Khyber Medical University, lead by Honorable Vice Chancellor Mr. Zia ul Haq and 

Focal Person Health Department Dr. Attaullah Khan 



The first ever celebration of WAAW in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa was long standing milestone 

to achieve. The word was also spread out to the entire province and therefore, events were held 

at relevant departments and institutions, organized by themselves. These include, Northwest 

General Hospital Peshawar, Hayatbad Medical Complex Peshawar, Department of Pharmacy 

University of Peshawar and Abdul Wali Khan University (Public Health Department) Mardan. 

These have given hope and moral support to the efforts of Health Department Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa regarding establishment of AMR control program in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 

Sensitizing and spreading awareness in the community and among health care professionals, to 

rationalize the use of antimicrobials, is one of the best strategies to address the problem, as AMR 

has stemmed from over and irrational use of antimicrobials over the decades. 

.   
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